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Revised 10-28-2009 GEC 

Interconnected Course Proposal 

Course number & title:  PHE 101 Introduction to Public Health 

Proposed by: Josef Breutzmann & Tammy Faux for Public Health Search Committee 

Date: January 28, 2016 

Primary discipline: Public Health    Connected discipline: Social Work-Biology 

Which requirement does this fulfill?  Social Science Interconnected 

Taught by: __X_ one instructor     ___ two or more instructors 

IC Criteria Describe for the proposed course 
Courses will contain common concepts, 
content, processes, and resources in two 
or three disciplines. 

common content linking the disciplines. 
Public Health is an interdisciplinary course 
combining elements of Biology, Statistics, Social 
Work and Sociology 

At least 1/14 or at least one week of the 
course time will be spent on the link. 

the approximate time dedicated to the linkage. 
Approximately one quarter of the course will be 
Social and Biological Determinants of Health 

IC Goals Describe for the proposed course 
Students will develop an appreciation for 
the disciplines of the liberal arts through 
a greater understanding of their 
interdependence 

the interdependence emphasized. 
Public heath emphasizes the interdependence of the 
medical sciences, public policy and social systems 
concepts 

IC Outcomes. 

Students will 

For each IC Outcome, describe teaching 
strategies that will be used, provide at least one 
example of an activity or assignment that will 

assess each outcome, and either include a rubric 
for the activity/assignment or describe how you 

will assess the activity/assignment.  
#1 analyze common concepts, content, 
processes, and resources in two or three 
disciplines 

Exam 1 test questions (20 pts of 50 pt exam) 
1. Describe the health-wealth gradient and explain

the relationship between the ecological model
and the health-wealth gradient.

2. What are “social determinants of health”?
Referring to the case study on pregnancy
outcomes for African American women, describe
4 social determinants of health that lead to an
increase in premature and low birthweight
infants.

Rubric:  
0 – no answer or no reference to exam question 
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1-3 – 1 salient point made, but no connection 
between the two topics 
4-6 – 1-2 salient points made, minimal connection 
between the two topics 
7-8 – 3-4 relevant points made, some connection 
between the two topics shows understanding of one 
topic but not both 
9-10 – 4 or more relevant points made, connection 
between topics demonstrates mastery of both topics 
 
 

#2 demonstrate understanding of the 
connections and contrasts between two or 
more disciplines 

Students will analyze, in an essay test question, how 
a public policy response to a health crisis and how 
the policy did or did not take into account the social 
environment of the health crisis and/or the biological 
realities of the health crisis. 
 
This essay test question will be assessed for 
completeness and ability to cite related studies they 
have read.  
 

#3 analyze underlying assumptions in the 
disciplines being studied 

Students will discuss, in an essay test question, the 
different approaches social workers, public health 
workers and the medical profession would have to a 
specific health crisis. 
 
This essay test question will be assessed for 
completeness and ability to cite related studies they 
have read.  
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